tudy Buddies
IStudy aids help students come out
h e s e
notes
are not
a sub-
stitute for the text itself or
for the classroom discus-
sion of the text, and stu-
dents who attempt to use
them in this way are de-
priving themselves of the
very education that they
are presumably giving
their most vital years to
achieve."
Sound familiar? This is
the warning label on the
popular study aid, Cliff
Notes. Cliff Notes and oth-
ers of its kind took the main
plots of literary works, con-
densed and interpreted
them for the student.
The Cliff Notes contro-
versy, however, started
when students disobeyed
the warning and only read
the notes. Most teachers
agreed that students
missed out immensely on
the author's style and sub-
tleties by not reading the
actual works.
Students on the other
hand, chose the easy way
out.
One student said, "I
made a ninety-six on my
Lord Jim test without ever
even reading the first chap-
ter. With Cliff Notes I did
better than the kids who
only read the book."
There were less contro-
versial aids available such
as SAT help computer pro-
grams,  SAT work  books,
college help and SAT vid-
eos, summarized scripts of
plays, and even versions of
trivial pursuit type games.
"There are so many
easy learning things of-
fered that it is really silly
not to use them," said
Raina Proctor. "They save
me so much time by telling
what I want to know with-
out me having to run to the
bookstore or library to find
it."
Whether good or bad,
beneficial or harmful,
study aids were constant
companions and helpers in
making the struggling stu-
dent's life a little easier. ?
by Christie LeRoux
Cliff notes became helpful in pre-
paring for tests. In preparing for
the October 8th SAT, after school
and before swim practice, Rich
Vanderstek takes a few minutes
in D hall to study his SAT cliff
notes.
Study aids were not limited to
literary studies; they also pro-
vided information on the authors
of plays, origins of ideas and sug-
gestions for actors. Brian Kevas
and Dee Castle practiced devel-
opment of emotional involvement
in the play "Juvie".
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